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PRAYERS. 



SUNDAY MORNING. 

Almighty Father, and most merciful God ! Every 
returning Sabbath brings a fresh sense of thy wis- 
dom and goodness — of our own unworthy and un- 
thankful waste of many opportunities and means of 
grace. We earnestly desire to use this day aright — 
we desire to fix and concentrate our thoughts on 
Thee, to separate ourselves from all worldly occupa- 
tions and companionship — to put aside all earthly 
cares and feelings. O give us help, we beseech thee, 
so to do ! Gracious Lord, thou hast made a feast, but 
we cannot eat of it, except thou give us appetite. We 
can stay our hands from labour, but we cannot put our 
hearts to rest — ^we cannot pray without thy Holy 
Spirit, or hear to profit, without thy light be in us. 
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Pour thou abundantly thy grace upon us! that 
we may realize thy presence in thy house, and taste 
of the preciousness of Jesus Christ — ^become deeply ^^ 

sensible of our sins, and assured of pardon and of 
peace in Him ! 

Put away from us all prejudice, and pride of heart, 
that we may receive thy word with a humble, teach- 
able and thankful spirit. It is of thee alone, O God, 
to give value to thy holy ordinances ; to impart truth 
to the preacher, and faith to the hearer of thy Gospel. 
Oh ! send it this day with power amongst us, that our 
souls may be fed, and our hearts may be comforted 
— our sins be reproved, and our unbelief be made , 

ashamed. 

We look back with penitence and grief of heart 
upon the days, and weeks, and years, that we have 
lived without thee, or, serving thee with our lips, 
have in our hearts denied thee. It is of thy free 
mercy in Jesus Christ if our hearts have been changed, 
and turned to serve thee in spirit and in truth. Oh ! 
perfect the work thou hast begun, and make us 
worthy, and make us ready for thine eternal Sabbath. 
Let thy truth be this day as the Mling dews of hea- 
ven, to refresh and fructify our souls, that we may 
grow in the knowledge and the likeness of our blessed 
Lord and Saviour, in whom<alone, we hope to stand 
justified before thee, or to have access to thee. 

Lord ! hear us for his sake ; hear thy servants for 
each other, and hear us for them that pray not for 
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themselves. Let there be joy in Heaven this day, 
over the sinner that repenteth ; over the penitent 
accepted^ and the lost restored ! and to Thee be the 
glory and the praise of all ; O Eternal Trinity — Father, 
Son and Spirit, one and only God. Amen. 

SUNDAY EVENING. 



Wb bless thee, O thou most good and gracious God, 
for all that thou hast dcme and spoken to us this 
day in thy holy Sabbath service — ^for the encourage- 
ment thou hast given the sinner to return to thee 
and the believer to trust himself wholly to thy love 
— ^for thy word read, for thy Gospel preached — for 
the comforts of thy Spirit, and communion with thy- 
self in Christ (and in his body and blood by faith 
partaken of.) 

We bless thee, we praise thee for what thou hast 
bestowed and promised for his sake — ^the knowledge 
and pardon of our sins, the hope and foretaste of 
Eternal Life, and we implore thy pardon, merciful 
God, for all that thou hast seen or heard in us, mise- 
rable sinners, — our disturbed devotions, and unsettled 
faith. We acknowledge the un worthiness of all that 
we have done, and our utter inability to do anything 
as we ought. We have not, we never shall have, 
any power in ourselves to help ourselves, or do thee 
worthy service. O do thou accept us in Jesus thy 
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own beloved — cleanse us in his blood, and bring us 
through Him, and with Him, to thy Eternal Sabbath. 

Fix deeply in our hearts, we beseech thee, what- 
ever we have this day gained in knowledge, or expe- 
rience of thy truth — determine us now to devote 
ourselves more entirely to thy service — ^to amend our 
jUves, and walk henceforth in the way of thy com- 
mandments — ^that we may go to rest in love and 
peace, in quietness and contentment with thee, and 
with ourselves, and with all creatures, and all things 
around us — sanctified by the intervention of thine 
own infinite goodness and mercy, and by the spiri- 
tual blessings with which thou hast encouraged and 
refreshed us. 

And grant us, O Lord God, amid the temptations 
and distractions of the coming week, such a remem- 
brance of the converse of our souls with thee, as will 
support us in every trial, and restrain us from every 
sin ; and in all worldly intercourse and occupation, 
keep us from the denial of thy name. 

O blessed Jesus, crucified Redeemer, we do desire 
and determine to take thy name upon us, and wear 
it in the sight of all men— dead with thee to sin and 
to the world, that we may live with thee in newness 
of life, and attain to everlasting rest in thee. Father, 
Son and Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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MONDAY MORNING. 



Most merciful and righteous God, look down upon 
us, and accept our prayers ! Day by day thou hast 
fed us ; night by night thou hast protected us ! Our 
hearts are full with the sense of thy goodness, and 
our own unworthiness of all thy bounty. We thank 
thee, we bless thee, O Lord, that we have risen this 
day in health, peace and safety, and pray thee to 
enable us to spend it to thy glory, — ^to remember that 
we are not our own, — ^to do to others, as we would 
have them do to us, and walk as becomes the follow- 
ers of Jesus in an ungodly world. Oh God, thou 
knowest what it is in our minds to do — ^if there be 
any unrighteous purpose in our hearts, any proud 
designs, or vain desires, or sinful anticipations, turn 
us, we beseech thee, from our purpose, and stay our 
hands, and purify our thoughts, and forgive us, and 
prevent us in all our guilty schemes—open our minds 
to receive, and our lips to speak thy truth — make 
our families to be partakers with us of thy grace, 
and members of thy family. Give us to rejoice to- 
gether in the pardon of our sins, and the assurance 
of everlasting life — ^to walk together in one faith and 
one spirit in Jesus Christ. Holy Spirit, guide and 
comfort us. Blessed Jesus, justify and save us. 
Heavenly Father^ own us and accept us now in this 
b2 
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tion of Chrut, and enjoj liie sure and certain hope 
of everlasting life. Thou only canst give it. Delay 
not, O Lord, to shed thy heavenly light upon us^ that 
we may walk by it henceforth in righteousness and 
peace and love, to the satisfaction of our souls, and 
the glory of thy great name, most Holy Lord God 
Almighty. Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

Almightt God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hast bidden us to come, and lay all our wants 
before thee — ^unworthy that we are, there is no rea- 
son — ^but in thy goodness and mercy — ^that thou 
shouldest hear us, or grant us an3rthing. The bur- 
then of our sins lies heavy on us, and we have no 
power in ourselves to put it off. O Saviour, help us ! 
We do desire to renoimce ourselves, our sinful pas- 
sions and ungodly practices, and to separate ourselves 
from a world that lieth in wickedness, to walk before 
thee in all holy conversation and conduct ; and, for-* 
asmuch as every good desire comes from thee, thou 
God of all grace, cherish and strengthen in us these 
desires, and suffer us not to deceive ourselves, or 
stifle the motions of thy Holy Spirit vdthin us. Be 
with us. Gracious Grod, this day. We do not know, 
or desire to know, what a day may bring forth — ^we 
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desire only to be assured that thou art with us. 
'Hitherto, thou hast dealt mercifully with us — ^thou 
hast done for us abundantly above all that we could 
ask or think. O take not now thy loving-kindness 
from us. Consider our necessities ; we ask not high 
things, or great things for ourselves. Grant us so 
much of this world's good, as will keep our bodies 
from suffering and our minds from care; remove 
from us all unreasonable and mistrustful apprehen- 
sions, and enable us to stay our minds entirely upon 
thee ; so only shall we be at peace. Whatever trials 
and afflictions thou seest to be needful for the cru- 
cifixion of our sins and the purification of our souls, 
by thine own tender pity we beseech thee, blessed 
Lord, not to forsake us therein, or hide thy face from 
us, or try us beyond what we are able to bear ; — ^re- 
member that we are but dust, and uphold us, and 
comfort us, that our fedth fail not. 

We pray thee, righteous Father, for Jesus' sake, to 
look on those we love — ^miserable sinners like our- 
selves ; wash them in his most precious blood, 
clothe them in his righteousness, renew and sanctify 
them by his Spirit. 

Do thou, O Lord, forgive, and enable us to forgive 
our enemies, and all who have done us any wrong. 
And, if we have done wrong to any one, we beseech 
thee, our Heavenly Father, to make up the debt, and 
to repair whatever injury, others have suffered from 
us ; and by thy saving grace, unite us, friends and 
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enemies, in one faith, in one Spirit, in one body in 
Jesus Christ, the only Head and Savioor of us all. ' 
Amen. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

Almighty and Eternal God, we are assembled here 
before thee, and thou canst read our hearts. If we 
have brought with us any angry feelings, or sinful 
desires, or unholy thoughts, help us to put them from 
us before we begin to pray ; for while we regard 
iniquity in our hearts, thou wilt not hear us. If we 
have been offended, enable us to forgive ; if we have 
wronged any one, dispose us to makere stitution; and 
whatever we have done amiss this day, give us grace, 
to determine that we will do it no more. And Oh ! if 
thou seest here any heart, that is not broken for sin, 
and determined to forsake it, by the renewing of thy 
Holy Spirit, we beseech thee, change that heart, and 
bring it to repentance. The night is at hand : we 
do not know if to-morrow will be in time or eternity 
to us. Grant us so to believe in Christ, and to com- 
mit our souls to him in faith and love, that we may 
go to rest prepared for either. Help thou, O Lord, 
our unbelief, slow to lay hold on all thy gracious 
promises, and so shed abroad thy love and joy in our 
hearts, that the good and evil of this life may seem 
but a small thing, compared with the eternal weight 
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of glory thou art preparing for us. We acknowledge 
thy hand, in whatever has befallen us hitherto ; in 
pain, in sickness, in loss, in anguish of mind, or 
whatever else thy providence has laid upon us. 

O sanctify all sorrows to us, and remove them 
from us in thy own good time. Above all, remove 
from us the fear of judgment, .and the bondage of 
iniquity ; Satan and the world have had dominion 
over us, and we have sought our happiness in the 
flesh. But now, O Lord, we look for all happiness 
from Thee. Bestow it upon us for the sake of Jesus 
whom thou lovest ; who hath loved us, and given 
himself for us ; whom, not having seen, we love ; ex- 
pecting mercy for his sake alone, and in his name 
alone presenting ourselves before thee. Blessed 
Saviour, true eternal God, impart the benefits of thy 
death and resurrection to all that are near and dear 
to us : and dispose us to conununicate to each other 
the good we receive from thee ; the light of thy 
truth, and the gifts of thy providence ; that, thou, 
O Lord Jesus, mayest be magnified in all our words 
and works, together with the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, Amen, 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and of all who by faith are united to Him ! apply to 
us, we beseech thee> his most precious blood ; give 
us of his righteousness to hide our sins, and of his 
spirit to overcome them : let the incense of his merits 
rise between us and thee, and make this morning's 
prayers acceptable. We were sinners ready to 
perish, we should have perished eternally, had not 
thy free salvation reached us, with offers of pardon 
and of life in Jesus. Oh ! grant us power to realize it 
fiilly, and rest upon it wholly, and simply to place 
our trust upon thy Word. 

Most wise, most mighty God, keep us from all 
error, false confidence and deception ; that, stedfastly 
fixing our eyes upon Christ, the author and finisher 
of our faith, we may go on our way rejoicing. 
Surely, thou wilt with him freely give us all things. 
Add to our faith holiness, and to holiness, peace, and 
to peace, all brotherly-kindness, patience, forbear- 
ance, and whatever else is needful to the fulfilment of 
our duty in this life, and our preparation for the 
world to come. We are going on our way this 
morning, and Thou, all-seeing God, thou only know- 
est, what difficulties and temptations are before us, 
what joys and sorrows are prepared for us ! Oh ! 
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deal with us according to our need. Support ns, 
lead U89 bear with us ; suffer not our conversation to 
deny our Mthy or our conduct to disgrace the pro* 
fession of thy name. Prosper, if it please thee, our 
earthly business, and bless the labours of our hands, 
and prevent us that we lose not in them the sense of 
thy presence, and the recognition of thy will ! 
O ! let thy restraining Spirit go with us, that we 
lose not our peace in the pursuit of earth, nor set our 
affections upon this world's good. 

Jesus, blessed Master, Gracious Lord, if it be so, 
that thou hast redeemed us, and called us, and set 
r^ thy seal upon us, — Oh ! give us to be as lights to those 

about us, that seeing our good works, and hearing 
our holy conversation, they may be led to know 
thee, and to glorify our Father which is in Heaven. 
Lord, thou hast promised to return and bless us. 
Come quickly in thy grace to them that have not 
known thee, come in more near communion to them 
that love thee. Prepare a place for us in thy Fa- 
therms house, and come again and take us to thyself, 
thou Son of Man, and true eternal God. Amen. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

Infinite, Almighty Father ! our days are numbered, 
and there is another gone. Draw nigh to us, that as 
every day tarings us nearer to our mortal end, it may 
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bring us closer, to thyself > in whom our everlasting 
life is hid with Christ. We do desire in him alone 
to find it. Oh ! by his Spirit help us. We have no- 
thing of our own to look back upon with satisfaction ; 
we know not how much sin has beeu mixed with all 
that we have done or said this day — Lord, thou 
knowest — O do thou forgive ! Satan and the worlds 
and most of all our own sinfulness and unbelief, do 
still prevail to separate our souls from thee, and hide 
thy countenance from us. Turn us, O Lord, however 
we have wandered ; bring back our thought^, bring 
back our hearts : show us more perfectly, thy free 
and full salvation, that we may hereafter serve thee 
with a quiet mind, and bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit, in righteousness and peace and joy. 

By thy Almighty power, O God, keep us this 
night in safety ; we need no defence but thine : we 
commit all that we have into thy hands, and lie down 
in peace, for thou, O God, sustainest us. Look piti- 
fully on those that cannot sleep, whom pain, or dan- 
ger, or sorrow keeps from rest. Make thy presence 
known to the. sufferers in the hours of darkness, and 
support and comfort them according to their need ; 
and we pray thee, our only keeper and defender, to 
stay the hand of the wicked, to defeat their purposes 
and prevent their mischief, and baffle their designs 
against ourselves, against our church or country, or 
whatever thou seest to be in danger. And O do 
thou separate us from them ; from a yforld that lieth 
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in wickedness and unbelief. . Withdraw us wholly 
from its pomp, its pride and its contentions, that we 
may live apart, and wait upon thy will ; that the 
world may know that thou hast loved us and chosen 
us, to the glory of thy name, and the triumph of thy 
grace, Even as thou, O blessed Jesus, wert not of 
the world, while thou wert abiding in it, so grant 
that during our mortal lives we may be kept from 
the evil of it, by thy gracious intercession with the 
Father, and by the continual power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

Most great and bountiful God, we are humbled and 
ashamed under the sense of thy amazing goodness 
to us, so little merited and so ill returned. We 
bless thee for all things,— for health, and ease, and 
security, and the supply of every reasonable desire ; 
and do implore thy pardon for our frequent mistrust 
and apprehensions, and want of confidence in thee. 
It is our infirmity ; O do thou forgive it. And by 
thy grace, O Lord, prevent us that we may not 
provoke thy judgmefits, and make inflictions neces- 
sary. Shew us how so to use and to enjoy our bles- 
sings that we may not constrain thee to take them 
from us. . holy Jesus, Lord and Saviour, thou 
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hast tried our nature, and art a witness of our 
inward conflicts. We do desire to be right — ^we do 
long after holiness as for our necessary food. We 
would gladly put away every sinful thought and 
feeling — ^but thou seest we have no power without 
thy helping spirit. O do thou the work of salvation 
for us, and in us, for besides thee, we have no 
helper — ^without thee we can do nothing. Assure 
our hearts, O Lord, that we are thine; secure to 
us thine own heavenly inheritance, and by thy power 
bring us safely to it. Enable us so to fix our eyes 
upon thyself, that we may run with patience the 
race set before us. Many things distress us here 
— ^many things cast us down^ and discourage and 
disappoint us. Grant that by the accompanying 
influences of thy Spirit, all may tend to the morti-' 
fication of our sins, and the subjugation of our will 
to thine, and the preparation of our hearts for the 
eternal happiness which thou hast prepared for them 
that love thee } and whatever our portion be in this 
life, our wants and cares and sorrows, grant us to 
be content and patient, looking forward in hope to 
the abundance of the riches of thy glory in the life 
to come. Accept our prayers, O heavenly Father, 
for our kindred and our country ; thou hast the 
hearts of all men in thy hand-— dispose and turn 
them as it seemeth best to thy wisdom, that we may 
live in peace and godly quietness, depending upon 
thee, the Father, Son, and Spirit, one everlasting 
God. Amen, 
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THURSDAY EVENING. 

Infinite and most holy God, we are upon our knees 
before thee> but we know not how to ask any thmg 
as we ought , help us with thy Spirit, that we may 
pray aright, and put away all thoughts of other 
things. We have Hved another day — ^we have in- 
creased our debt to thee, and we have nothing to 
pay — do thou forgive us freely. O Heavenly Father, 
thy gifts are without money and without price : thy 
love is greater than our sins — ^thy promises are to 
every sinner that repenteth — ^give us repentance, 
and have mercy upon us. We put ourselves into 
thy hands this night ; many are the dangers that 
surroimd us, and uncertain is all we enjoy. We 
know that a single night can make us desolate, if 
thou prevent not. O let the shadow of thy wings 
be over us, and preserve our blessings for us. By 
the sacred influences of thy Spirit, blessed Lord, 
enable us to put to rest all troubled thoughts, all 
anxious, careful, and impatient feelings, that we 
may look back with gratitude, and forward in hope, 
and repose ourselves in thee, for all our present 
wants. We entreat thee, God of heaven, on behalf 
of all our absent friends, to watch over them, and 
bless them ; in sorrow to support and comfort them ; 
in danger, to guard and keep them» Above all. 
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to have compassion on those who are yet walking 
in the vanity of their minds, and pursuing the plea- 
sures of ungodliness. One thing is needful to us 
all ; O grant us the indwelling of thy Spirit, the 
sure participation in our Saviour's merits, the visible 
garment of salvation on us. Father of light, our 
hearts are open to thee while we pray ; suffer us not 
to deceive ourselves, or speak dishonestly with 
thee, while we ask these spiritual blessings. We 
trust not ourselves — ^we trust not our own prayers 
— we ask all things for the sake and for the merits 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and through 
his holy intercession for us, now and for ever. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

O Thou, who art not a man, that thou shouldst 
change, or the son of man that thou shouldst re- 
pent ; — Most righteoujs and immutable God ! Thou 
hast promised to be found of them that seek thee, 
and to hear all that call upon thee in the faith and in 
the name of Jesus ; hear us, miserable sinners, for 
his sake, and fulfil to us in him thy gracious pro- 
mises. Open the gate of mercy to them that have 
not entered ; close not against them that have wan- 
dered ; and keep, O thou Shepherd of Israel, keep 
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the sheep of thy pasture in peace and fidness ; in 
lowliness and quietness of spirit, in faith, and hope 
and joy. And grant us, we beseech thee, light from 
heaven, to perceive and know the true condition of 
our souls, that Satan may not rob us of our joy, or 
deceive us to our ruin. Send us forth. Heavenly 
Father, with thy blessing on this day ; that no vanity 
may waste, or discontent embitter it : that no wrong 
to others, or oflfence to thee, make it a day of shame 
and self-reproach. Keep us from all places and as- 
sociations in which we may be tempted to dishonour 
and deny thee ; and let thy sensible presence follow 
whithersoever thy providence may lead us. Give us 
grace to walk blameless, each one in our own path, 
without envy, without strife or emulation, in honesty 
and singleness of heart, fulfilUng our duties to each 
other and to thee. Maintam in us, O Lord, the 
spirit of pilgrims and strangers upon earth, that we 
lay not up treasures, and seek not honours here ; but 
hasten forward to the prize of our high calhng in 
Jesus Christ ; waiting upon thy bounty for all things 
needfcd for us by the way. O Jesus, Son of God, 
repeat in heaven thy holy prayer for us, that while 
we are in the world, we may be kept from the evil of 
it ; not led by it, not conformed to it, not striving 
after it : but separate and set apart as Thou wert, 
and kept by the power of the Holy Ghost, in union 
with Thee and the Father, unto hfe eternal. Amen. 
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FRIDAY EVENING, 

We beseech Thee, Almighty God, to withdraw our 
thoughts from all earthly things, that while we are 
upon our knees before thee, our minds may be in- 
tently fixed, as becomes thy creatures, in thy sacred 
presence ; that we profane not Thy name by levity 
and carelessness, calling thee Lord, while our hearts 
are from thee. Thou knowest how often we have 
done so, and have asked and received not, because 
we asked amiss. O righteous Father, enable us now 
to come before thee, with humble and contrite spirits, 
trembling at thy word. Pardon and release us from 
our sins ; and sanctify us by thy grace, that we may 
henceforth serve thee with a perfect heart, believe in 
thy word, and walk in thy commandments. We 
praise Thee, we bless Thee, for all that we have en- 
joyed this day — for the provision of our bodies, and 
the peace of our minds — for thy blessing upon our 
labours, and thy presence in our souls. If we have 
done anything in conformity to thy will, if a good 
thought, or a good feeling has been found in us. 
Thou Author of all Grace, it was from Thee. If we 
have been spared while others suffer — if we have 
been supplied, while others want — ^if we have walked 
uprightly while others live in sin. Thou only makest 
us to differ ; — ^Not unto us, O Lord, but unto thee, be 
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all the praise. Remove from our minds every thought 
of self-righteousness, and self-dependence. Increase 
in us daily the hatred and the sense of sin, that 
Christ may become more necessary, and more pre- 
cious to us ; that we may long after his image with 
more intense desire, lay firmer hold upon his Cross ; 
trusting in him, with nothing else to trust in. Im- 
ploring for others what we have been asking for 
ourselves, we go to rest this night : O grant us — if 
we wake in sorrow, or in joy, in time or in eternity, O 
grant us to be found in Jesus — clothed in his righ- 
teousness, and armed with his salvation, that we 
may be prepared to stand against all trials and temp- 
tations upon earth, or to appear before the Throne 
above — ^where Jesus sitteth at the right hand of God, 
One with the Father, and the Spirit, Judge and Lord 
of all. Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

Look down, O Lord, and see — Open Thine ears, 
O Lord, and hear us. Consider our wants, and 
pity our infirmities — ^for day by day our necessi- 
ties return upon us, and sin revives within us 
— ^the good that we would, we do not — and the 
evil that we would not, we do. O thou most merci- 
ful, do Thou renew our pardon, and our strength 
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this morning ; and as by Thy bounty, our bodies are 
sustained and fed from day to day, so do thou 
nourish and sustain our souls — confirm our faith, and 
strengthen our hope, and encourage and replenish us 
daily by the fresh influences of thy Spirit upon us. 
Thou blessed Saviour, who hast loved us, and re- 
deemed us from death by thine own blood, send 
now, we beseech Thee, the Comforter to shew us more 
of thee, to fix our faith more firmly on thee, and 
witness with our spirits that we are the children of 
thy Father, and the inheritors of thy kingdom in 
Heaven. Prepare us. Almighty God, for whatever 
thou art preparing for us — ^that nothing may over- 
whdm us, and nothing mislead us, and nothing this 
day tempt us mto sin, or divert us from the duties 
Thou hast laid upon us. Thou knowest, O God, 
what particular sins we are each of us prone to, what 
evil tempers, or unholy passions or ungodly practices. 
We do not desire to hide any thing from Thee. 
Search us, most Holy Father, and try if there be any 
way of wickedness in us — ^that we may be thoroughly 
cleansed from all sin. And O, if Thou wilt hear the 
sinner's prayer for sinners, grant us a blessing this 
day for those we love — grant for them in this world 
the knowledge of thyself, and the comforts of thy 
Spirit, and rest together with us, in the life hereafter. 
O forbid that they or any one should suffer by our 
unworthiness, or unfaithfulness, or deficiency — ^make 
us to be all that we ought to be to each other — ^united 
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in the love and fellowship of the Gospel, and mem- 
bers together of the body of Christ ; to whom with 
thee, and the Holy Ghost, be the praise and the 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

SATURDAY NIGHT. 

Infinite and Almighty God, we acknowledge our- 
selves to be unprofitable servants ; we are not able 
to render an account of anything thou hast com- 
mitted to U89 or required of us : for we have called 
thee Master, and hved upon thy bounty, and re- 
ceived thy blessing, and have not served and loved 
thee as we ought. O pardon us ; we are content to 
owe every thing to thy grace and mercy, to take the 
shame and give thee all the glory of whatever has 
befallen us, to this day. We are content to be weak 
in ourselves, that we may be strong in thee — ^to have 
nothing of our own, that we may draw out of thy 
fulness whatever is needful for us. Continue to us 
all thy goodness past, and be to us. Righteous Fa- 
ther, all that thou hast promised — and with the full 
consent of our souls, we resign to thy hands this 
night ourselves and all that we have, and all that we 
love, to be kept by thy power, and disposed of ac- 
cording to thy will. Above all, O Lord, we commit 
our souls to thee. The things of time and sense 
have interfered, and dimmed thy light within us. O 
give it forth abundantly to-morrow, that we may 
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drink deeply of thy truth, and be renewed. Meet 
the weary and heavy laden, and give them rest — ^bind 
up the broken and the contrite heart — soothe our sor- 
rows, and sanctify our joys by the sacred influence 
of the Sabbath service. And do thou help us, O 
God, to sanctify ourselves in preparation for it — ^to 
lay all our burdens at thy feet — ^to make up our ac- 
counts with all men — to forgive our enemies, and 
repair the wrong that we have done — to forego all 
selfish designs, and put away all thoughts of vanity 
and covetousness, and impurity: that we may be 
meet partakers of thy holy ordinances. More espe- 
cially enable us, O Lord God, to renounce ourselves, 
our righteousness, our wisdom, and our works, that we 
may be prepared to sit at Jesus' feet, and learn his 
words ; — ^to receive the imputation of His merits, and 
the benefit of His atonement. That, clothed with the 
righteousness of Christ as with a garment, we may 
be meet to sit down with Him in His Kingdom at 
His coming, to whom be everlasting glory and hon- 
our and power : Amen. 
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OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 

MORNING. 

Thy sacrifices, O God, are a broken and a contrite 
spirit. We beseech thee to accept us now according 
to thy word — for we have no other sacrifice to offer. 
Otir hearts are burthened and broken under the sense 
of our unworthiness, the memory of sins past and 
fear of unfaithfuhiess hereafter. Poor, and naked^ 
and hungry, weary and heavy laden, we are just such 
as thou hast invited and promised to receive for 
Jesus' sake. Hear us graciously, O thou most 
merciful, and enable us to take courage in the fresh 
assurance of thy love. Undeserving of the least, 
we acknowledge the greatness of thy goodness, and 
thy bounty to us, in the rest we have enjoyed in the 
night — in the food prepared for us this morning — 
the peace of our country, the comfort of our homes, 
and so much health and wealth as thou hast assigned 
to each of us. We pray thee to continue all our 
blessings to us, and enable us to possess them more 
thankfully and use them more profitably than we 
have done. Our desires are to thy glory, but how 
to perform we find not. Above all present good, we 
thank thee, we praise thee, O Lord, most high, for 
the knowledge of thyself, our Father, and Jesus 
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Christ our Saviour and Redeemer, and for the light 
of thy Holy Spirit within us, the hope and foretaste 
of everlasting life. O cherish and increase in us, 
from day to day, this heavenly knowledge, the know- 
ledge of our own life and death— death in ourselves, 
and life secured in thee — ^that our hearts may be 
every day more lowly and dependent, more elevated 
and rejoicing. Grant us this, our chief desire, and 
we leave the means to thee. Thou knowest how 
every thing here is against us — Satan tempting, the 
world opposing, and our own hearts deceiving, mis- 
leading and betraying us. There is none that fight- 
eth for us, but only thou, O Grod. Suffer not these 
our enemies to prevail against us. 

Extend, we beseech Thee, Thy saving grace to them 
that know Thee not — especially to those to whom we 
are bound in ties of earthly affection or relationship. 
Let the love that imites us, not end with this world. 
Let the differences that divide us, not divide us ever- 
lastingly. O separate all of us from a world that lieth 
in wickedness, and waiteth for destruction — ^from 
its pleasures, its practices and opinions ; separate 
us as chosen and hallowed vessels to thy service. 
The night of time is far spent — ^the day of eternity 
is at hand — years are passing — ^age is increasing, 
there is no time for vanity and waste. O call once 
more, thou gracious, and long-suffering God, where 
thou hast called hitherto in vain. Send yet another 
invitation, where thou hast been hitherto refused. 
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Send in thy sovereign love, and prevailing grace, 
by which alone we are either brought or kept, in the 
way of life, now ; even this morning. Sovereign Fa- 
ther, send grace, that we may go forth strengthened 
and assured, and by simple obedience to thy com- 
mands, by 6heerful acquiescence in thy wiU, and firm 
reliance on Thy word, make it to be seen and felt 
throughout the day, that we have held communion 
ynth thee, and received a blessing from thee in our 
Morning Prayer; and Thine be the glory and the 
praise of all, O Blessed Trinity, Father, Son, and 
Spirit, One and only Grod. Amen. 



EVENING OR MORNING. 

May the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, and his 
own Holy Spirit be with us while we pray, that we 
utter not vain words with cold and careless hearts. 
O Thou most True and only God : Thou hast 
hitherto heard us in all that we have asked thee for : 
We have wanted no good thing, according to thy 
word. Thou hast kept, sustained, and led us ; and 
blest our labours and supplied our wants, and guarded 
our lives and property from harm. Unworthy, but 
not unthankful, we here renew our praises and our 
prayers ; empty vessels, to be filled again ; poUuted 
temples to be cleansed afresh : miserable sinners. 
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needing to be washed and pardoned every day. 
Without thee, O blessed Jesus, we shall return to 
the death from which thou hast redeemed us, and 
abide the hell from which thou hast died to save us. 
We shall undo for ourselves, all that thou hast done 
for us : Thou only canst keep, as well as make us 
whole. Graciously abide with us for ever. Continue 
to pour out thy grace upon us, increase thy mercies 
as we increase our debts ; that we, loving more and 
more, for more and more forgiven, may grow daily 
into nearer fellowship, and closer union with thee. 
We pray thee, heavenly Father, to extend thy pity 
towards the suffering world ; overrule its evils, and 
put a check upon its follies ; supply the wants of the 
poor ; revive the hearts of the sorrowful ; instruct 
the ignorant, and recal the erring : comfort the sick, 
and take the dying to thyself. And oh ! if it please 
thee, hasten the time when suffering and death shall 
be no more. Enable us by the power of thy grace, 
to be workers together with thee, each in our own 
station, and with all the talents we have, to promote 
these thy gracious purposes ; dispose our hearts to 
comfort, relieve and help each other ; to resist thy 
enemies, and encourage thy faithful servants to ex- 
hibit thy likeness, and make known thy truth ; and 
communicate to others whatever blessings we enjoy 
from thee. O Righteous Father, it is pain and 
grief to us, to remember that we have not always 
done so ; that we have trifled with sin, and wasted 
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words in vanity, and lost time in earthly, sensual, or 
covetous pursuits : unprofitable to others and our- 
selves. We desire, we intend, and we earnestly en- 
treat of thee, O Grod, that it be not so henceforward ; 
that as far as possible we may redeem the time past, 
and consecrate and fructify whatever may remain to 
us of our temporal estate. We desire to forego our 
anxieties, our jealousies and contentions, about the 
perishing distinctions of this life, and wait upon thee 
for all things, really necessary and beneficial to us ; 
striving only to be nearest and likest to thyself, in 
kindness, gentleness, pity and forbearance : in all holy 
conversation, humility, and godliness. Thou searcher 
of all hearts, it is to thee we pray : if there be insin- 
cerity in our words, or unbelief in our hearts, make 
us to feel it, and to fear thine anger while we entreat 
thy mercy. Impart truth to the deceived, give faith 
to the doubtful, give courage to the timid, and alarm 
to the impenitent ; that we, who pray together in one 
assembly now, be not finally separated to the right 
hand and the left, from before thy throne, O Judge eter- 
nal ; our Father everlasting in Christ Jesus. Amen. 



MORNING PRAYERS. 

God of mercy, God of love, look on us. We have 
no hope but diee ; we have no help but thine, if thou 
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help us not, we are undone. The memory of our 
sins is a burthen too heavy to be borne ; we have 
done nothing well — ^we have done nothing as we 
ought — and we do not know that we shall do any 
better for the time to come. O Father, in thy great 
love save us ; save us from ourselves, for we seem 
bent upon destruction. Thou, O Grod, seest us ; thou 
seest that when we would do good, evil is present 
with us — ^we do love thy law, we do desire thy ways, 
we long to be holy, as thou art holy ; but how to 
perform, we know not. We have been baffled and 
defeated, and cast down again and again ; till we 
know not where or what we are. O Lord, if we are 
thine, arise and help us for thine honour ; suffer not 
our sins to prevail against us. We cast ourselves 
upon thee, we give up ourselves wholly to thee, we 
are in thy hands ; do with us according to thy great 
goodness. 

Be with us, Mighty God, this day, guard us, guide 
us, bless us ; shed thy grace within us, and thy 
light around us. Give us what is necessary to our 
condition ; our hearts are not set upon vanities, or if 
they are, we desire not that they should be satisfied. 
If we seek a stone, O Father, do thou give us bread 
instead. We do not wish to choose. Thou wilt not 
afflict us willingly ; thou art not in haste to take our 
blessings from us : but, if it must be so, prepare us 
for submission to thy will. 

Look upon our country, — ^look upon our families ; 
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look upon our nearest and our best beloved : pour 
abundantly thy blessings on them — ^thy gospel bless- 
ings. Sprinkle them with the blood of Jesus ; judge 
them not according to their sins, but of thy great 
mercy spare them. O Father, soften our hearts and 
warm our affections towards each other, that we may 
live in peace and love together as becomes thy child- 
ren, forbearing one another, forgiving one another as 
thou hast borne with and forgiven us. We are not to 
each other, what we should be ; but we look forward 
in hope to that perfect union, where all will be one in 
thee ; one in all holiness and love and joy. Then only 
shall be we satisfied, when we awake with thy like- 
ness in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



11. 



O God, how good thou art, how glorious is thy wis- 
dom, how perfect are all thy ways. Our hearts are 
full in the sense of thy mercies towards us ; Thou 
hast foimd us, when we sought thee not, thou hast 
loved us when we knew thee not ; before we called 
thou heardest us, and while we were yet speaking 
thou hast answered all our prayers ; all that we have 
needed, all that has been good for us, has been abun- 
dantly poured from thy full hand upon us. What 
shall we render thee again ? O God, we do desire to 
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devote ourselves to thee, in body, soul, and spirit— 
our reasonable service, our only happiness ; but we 
are miserable sinners, and cannot do the things that 
we would — we break our covenant with thee every 
day, and do but increase the debt thou hast forgiven 
us. How long, O Lord, how long, shall sin have 
the triumph over us, and the things of the world 
divide our hearts with thee ? Detach them, we be- 
seech thee, from all undue desires, all inordinate affec- 
tions, all unnecessary cares for the things of time and 
sense, that we may wholly love thee, and freely serve 
thee, and enter into thy peace below, and hasten to- 
wards thy eternal joys above. We cannot go one 
step aright without thy Holy Spirit. We have not 
understanding to find our way, nor strength to pursue 
it — we know not what to do, nor how to do it. O 
Jesus, thou art our wisdom and sanctification and re- 
demption — ^be all things to us, and we are contented 
to be nothing. Teach us how to glorify thy name, 
and live in conformity with thy will, to suffer, or to 
enjoy — ^to speak or to be silent — ^to work, or to be 
disabled — ^to spend ourselves in thy service, or to be 
put aside as useless. O Lord ! thou seest our willing- 
ness, dispose of thy servants according to thy plea- 
sure, for we are sure that it is good. 

Enable us. Heavenly Father, to be to each other, 
what we ought to be — ^kind, patient, pitiful, without 
guile, without malice or selfishness, or injustice — 
without pride, if we are above, without envy if we 
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are below ; . without covetoasness or ambition after 
any thing thy providence has withholden from us. 
Lord, we would strive after nothing, but to be nearer 
to thee — ^to be more like thee and more worthy of 
thy name. Add to us of thy love, whatever thou 
seest to be needful, and we shall be blest above all 
that we can ask or think — and teach us so to hold 
our blessings, so to enjoy what thou haat given us 
to love, that thou wilt not be obliged in mercy to 
withdraw them. Our sins make us afraid — ^but our 
trust is in thy forbearing love and patience towards 
us. Accept our prayers for others: — ^Jesus, pray for 
us, and all that are ours, that we may be accepted 
and sanctified in thee, by the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, our One and only God. Amen. 



III. 



Heavenly Father, we desire to open our hearts be- 
fore thee. Search us out, and see what is within 
us, for we are not able to judge ourselves. Try us, 
if there be wiy way of wickedness in us, and shew it 
to us, that we may forsake it. Discover to us the 
idols hidden in our hearts, that we may hasten to 
put them from us — Make manifest all falseness, or 
error, or unbehef that thou beholdest in us, that we 
may implore thy grace to turn us from it. Oh Fa- 
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ther ! we are full of darkness, fuU of doubting — our 
doings seem so wrong — our faith so uncertain — our 
repentance so insufficient— our prayers so very cold. 
We should utterly despair, if thou hadst left any 
thing to ourselves to do. But thou hast promised 
all — ^Thou hast bidden us to come to Thee upon these 
waters. Stretch out Thy hand when we begin to 
sink, when our fedth feuls us^ bid us not to fear. Oh 
Jesus, as the eyes of a maiden to the hand of her 
mistress, so look our eyes unto thee ; in the moment 
of danger, thou wilt put forth thy hand and take us 
in, and we shall be safe. Thou hast loved us, and 
given Thyself for us. Why shouldest thou forsake 
us, when our trust is in thee ? We bless thee, we 
praise thee. Almighty God ! for aD that thou hast 
done : for life and health and all things — for present 
good, and for the hope of glory. Add to us this 
blessing more, to know and be assured that we are 
thine, and to walk as becomes our high calling in 
Jesus Christ, that the world may know that thou 
hast loved us : not for our glory, O Father, but for 
thine. We are content to take the shame of all 
our faults and infirmities, if only thy grace be not 
dishonoured in us, nor thy love offended. 

Spare us, great God, in thy forthcoming judg- 
ments. Spare our country for thy people's sake, 
and bring our Church and Nation to repentance, if 
so Thine anger may be averted from us. Administer 
to each of us in our separate need, day by day, what 
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every day requires, according to the station in which 
thou hast placed us, and the feelings thou hast given 
us, and the trials and duties thou hast laid upon us. 
We do not ask for more, we do not wish to have our 
portion here, or lay up treasure upon earth. We 
desire only to be brought peaceably and safely through 
it, that we may come to thee, O blessed Father, in 
thy holy place, and to thy blessed Son — ^with whom, 
and thy eternal spirit, is happiness everlasting. Amen. 



IV. 



Great God, Thy mercies are new to us every 
morning. What should we be without thee ? How 
could we he down to rest, or rise in safety, or go on 
our way in peace, if thou wert not our God ? Crea- 
tor, Father, Friend : what are we that thou art thus 
mindful of us ? Our joy, our hope, our hfe, is all in 
thee. We resign ourselves to thee ; we cast our- 
selves upon thee : we go forth in thy strength, 
whithersoever thou wilt lead us. We have found 
nothing in thee but goodness and truth ; and we de- 
sire nothing of thee, but to ftdfil thy gracious plea- 
sure. We are of yesterday, and know nothing. It 
is our happmess to be wholly dependent upon thee, 
and expect all things from thy hand — ^without merit 
and without return. Thou hast made us for thyself, 

D 
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thou hast redeemed us from death, t^ou hast given 
for us thine only-begotten Son. O Father, we are 
sure thou wilt withhold from us nothing good, and 
none shall be able to pluck us out of thine hand. 
On this we stand. Storms are gathering round us, 
and dangers compass us about, trials may await us, 
and a multitude of ills may overtake us ; but thou 
wilt be still our God. Thou wilt be with us in the 
fire, and it shall not consume us ; in the waters, and 
they shall not overflow us. O Lord, in every trial, 
remind us of thyself ; our hearts will often fail us. 
Satan will assault us, and the memory of our sins 
will return bitterly upon us ; by the sight of Jesus, 
sustain us — give us faith in proportion to our need — 
in the time of suffering, in the time of death espe- 
cially, oh ! be thou with us, our support and comforter, 
as thou art now our confidence and guide. We 
know not where that last hour is ; it may he far or 
near : Lord, we are content. Give us only time for 
what thou wouldst have us do, time to become what 
thou wouldst have us be, and the day thou hast ap- 
pointed will be best. 

Look mercifully, we pray thee, upon the world 
around us. Take pity on its misery and be patient 
of its sin. Give peace in our time, O Lord, that we 
be not witnesses of thy wrath upon it ; and while we 
are in the world, enable us to be witnesses for thee, 
and for our blessed Saviour ; to extend his truth, to 
exalt his name, to commend, by our life and conver- 
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sation, the profession of hk gospel, and the power of 
his grace. Prevent. O Lord, that either our friends 
or our enemies, be hindered or discouraged in the way 
of righteousness by any fault of ours. Oh, if it ever 
has been so, repair, we entreat thee, by a double mea- 
sure of thy grace, the harm that we have done them 
— unprofitable servants, to others, to thee, and to our- 
selves ; yet accept us, in thy blessed Son, and all the 
praise and all the glory be thine own, for ever and 
ever. Amen, 



EVENING PRAYERS. 

L 

Lord, hear us ! We are thy creatures, wholly de- 
pendent upon thy will. We have nothing to say on 
our own behalf ; we have no prayers to oflPer worthy 
of thy acceptance. Behold us — we renounce all 
merit of our own, and lay ourselves at Jesus' feet. 
We have no hope, no claim, no expectation but from 
him ; no righteousness but his, no life, or peace, or 
safety but in him. O God, thou readest our hearts, 
thou knowest that we put not our trust in any thin j; 
that we have done — ^but in our blessed Saviour — for 
his sake thou hast loved us ; for his sake, hear u:^, 
and give us all that is necessary for us, and forgive 
D 2 



44 PRAYERS. 

US all that we have done : above all, forgive us for 
our mistrust of thee. We remember what thou hast 
done for us ; how thou hast brought us hitherto 
through all our trials, and through all our follies : 
what destruction thou hast saved us from, what 
suffering thou hast spared us, what blessings heaped 
upon us, and what sins forgiven. O Lord, we are 
ashamed for every fearful and mistrustful thought, — 
increase our faith ; enlarge our hopes : give us 
grace more abundantly, that we may enter into thy 
rest below, and joyfully anticipate thy eternal king- 
dom. If there is any error in our faith, or false con- 
fidence, or self-deception. Father of light, reveal it to 
us. We are not sure that we know any thing yet as 
we ought, but we do desire to be taught of thee, in 
all things. Send us such spiritual sustenance as our 
souls require, in the reading of thy word, in the 
preaching of thy gospel ; above all, in the secret in- 
fluences of thy Spirit, without which we hear and read 
in vain. 

Keep, we beseech thee, our bodies in health and 
ease ; prosper and bless our earthly occupations, as 
far as they are in conformity with thy will. Grant 
us happiness in this life, inasmuch as it is good for 
our souls ; and when thou seest it is good for us to 
be afflicted, O Father, grant us a double measure of 
thy presence, to lighten our darkness, and uphold our 
faith ; we know that thy grace is sufficient for us. 

Defend us from all harm this night. If any un- 
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foreseen danger is hEmging" over us, or over any that 
we love, afar or near, stretch forth thy wings to 
shelter us. Let thine eyes be upon us, to avert all 
sudden and great calamities, while ours are closed in 
sleep. We repose on thee, and on our only Saviour, 
who died to remove all evil from us, and purchase 
all good things for us, now and for evermore. 
Amen. 



II. 



O Holy God, behold us, sinners, at thy feet. Pour 
on us the spirit of supplication, that we may pray to 
thee aright, for of ourselves we cannot. Thou hast 
no need that we should tell thee ; thou knowest what 
we are, thou knowest what we want ; Oh deal with 
us according to thy great love, and put into our 
hearts what thou wouldest have us say. Jesus, Lord, 
pray with us. Unholy thoughts and sinful feelings 
follow us into thy sacred presence, and Satan is pre- 
sent even at thy footstool, to prevent our prayers. 
O Saviour, help us ; we know that thou hast power 
against them all : let thy strength be made perfect 
in our weakness. The thought of thy love sustains 
us ; the memory of the past gives us assurance for the 
future ; if the Lord is on our side, we will not fear 
what man can do unto us. We know our worst 
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enemies are within ; it is our sins that keep our souls 
from peace, — ^it is our pride, our self-will, our anger, 
and high-mindedness that cause so much strife with- 
in us. Make us meek, humble and submissive, not 
seeking our own, not easily provoked, not jealous of 
others, or ambitious for ourselves ; not careful for 
our condition where we have no abiding-place, but 
cheerful in the enjoyment of what thou hast given us. 
Father, thou hast bestowed abundant blessings on us ; 
Shew us how to use them as we ought ; shew us 
what to do with every talent thou hast committed to 
us : it is our desire to devote them all to thee. But 
we want more light to see our duty, more strength 
to do it, more grace to live daily to thy praise and 
glory. Thou hast promised all this ; make haste, O 
Lord, to give it us, that we may walk righteously and 
joyfully before thee, the remainder of our days ; so 
shall we lie down in peace, and our sleep be sweet. 
This night let the shadow of thy wings be over us ; 
we need no defence but thine, and commit ourselves 
to thy gracious keeping. All that we have is thine, 
defend it for us, and preserve it to us. Protect the 
helpless, support the suffering, console the sorrowing ; 
and prepare each one of us for whatever thou art 
preparing for us on the morrow. Make every thing 
we beseech thee, in this world, to subserve our eter- 
nal interests, and bring us, while we live, into closer 
communion with thee ; into more likeness to our 
blessed Lord, and more affectionate union with his 
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members upon earth, till we come to be for ever one, 
with them, with him and thee. Father eternal, God 
everlasting. Amen. 



III. 



Maker of all things, hear us ! We have been hitherto 
unprofitable servants. We have spent our money for 
that which is not bread, and our labour for that 
which profiteth not. Let the time past of our lives 
suffice to have wrought the works of folly, and deter- 
mine us this night to devote the rest to thee. As 
our eyes are about to be closed in sleep, so close our 
hearts upon all former things, all schemes of vanity, 
and thoughts of pride, all bitter remembrances and 
aching cares, that our souls may enter into rest. Fa- 
ther, we know how much we need. We have tried 
this day to walk in righteousness before thee, and 
we have miserably failed in all that we have done. 
The idlest thoughts have mixed with our devotions, 
the meanest objects drawn our thoughts aside, the 
vainest desires broken our contentment : even now 
that we are upon our knees before thee, we are not 
sure if we intend what we promise, or mean all that 
we have said. But it is to sinners thou hast offered 
aU, it is to the foolish thou hast promised wisdom, 
to the faithless faith, and to the helpless, help. It is 
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to sinners such as we are, thou hast promised every 
thing. Lord, we ask of thee according to our great 
necessities. Give us according to thy great goodness. 
The health of our bodies, the peace of our minds, the 
objects of our affection, and the means of our subsis- 
tence, we have them all from thee, and commit them 
this night to thy care and keeping, beseeching thee 
to make us evermore content with what thy provi- 
dence assigns us. Grant us, O Lord, before all 
things, grant the holy Spirit to be our guide and 
comforter — ^the pardon of our sins, the assurance of 
thy love, the increase of our faith, and the jojrful an- 
ticipation of eternal life. Oh grant these blessings to 
us quickly, abundantly and for ever. 

Have pity, Lord, upon the careless and self- 
righteous, upon the high-minded and impenitent, and 
bring them to a knowledge of themselves, in lowH- 
ness and submission to the cross of Christ. Thy 
grace can change the hardest heart, the blood of 
Jesus can wash the deepest stains of g^t. Unite us, 
we beseech thee, all in him, our Almighty Saviour, 
and eternal God. Amen. 
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SHORTER PRAYERS. 

I. 

i? ATHER of mercies ! hear our prayers this morning. 
Forgive us all that is past, and look favourably upon 
us in the time to come. Thou only art holy, thou 
only art good. We are miserable sinners, always de- 
pendent upon thy grace and power. Save us, we 
beseech thee, from our sins ; from Satan, the world, 
t^ and from ourselves ; our unholy passions, and thoughts 

^ of unbelief. Enable us to look stedfastly on Jesus, 

the author and finisher of our salvation, that we may 
follow in his footsteps, walk as he walked, and go 
where he is gone. As long as we are in the world, 
keep us from the evil of it. This day in particular, 
be thou, O Heavenly Father, our guide and protec- 
tion. Prosper what we have to do. Bless what thou 
givest us to enjoy, and sanctify whatever trials we 
may meet with, by the secret operations of thy Spirit 
in our souls — and to thee be the glory and the praise, 
O God ! Amen. 
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IL 



O God, who knowest that we are but dust, pardon 
the distraction of our thoughts this morning, and 
pour into our hearts the spirit of supplication. We 
have no help but thine, no dependence but on thee. 
Make us all that thou wouldst have us to be. Shew 
us the way we are to go, and the things we are to 
do, and the words we are to speak — for whatever is 
of thee, is good ; all that is ours is emptiness, and 
nothing. Lord Jesus, take possession of our souls, 1 

which thou hast purchased with thy own precious 
blood, that we may live no longer to ourselves. We 
do desire to be thine, to give up ourselves, our souls 
and bodies to thee, a reasonable, holy, happy service- 
To will is present with us, but how to perform, we 
know not. Strengthen our faith, increase our love, 
and elevate our minds to walk worthy of our chris- 
tian calling, living day by day in single obedience to 
thy commandments. Heavenly Father, we put our « 

worldly affairs into thy hands. We do not pretend 
to know what is best for us, our hearts are full of 
restless desires, and unreasonable fears, and we can 
only have peace by giving up all to thee. Consider, 
we beseech thee, the circumstances of each, and deal 
with us according to thy great goodness. Extend 
thy mercies over all that are connected with us. 
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Protect and nurture them, grant them in this world 
the knowledge of Christ, and a portion with him in 
the life to come — making us of one mind and one 
spirit, in time, and in eternity. Amen. 



III. 



Hear us, O God, this night, we pray thee for Jesus 
sake. In him we come, in him we trust ; behold us, 
we beseech thee, only as in Him, for we cannot 
otherwise meet thy holy eye. The sense of our un- 
worthiness, the memory of our sins breaks in upon 
our prayers, and chills our hearts. Let thy Spirit 
help us to lay the burthen at thy feet, and take fresh 
confidence. O God, thou seest us, what we are in 
need of, what we are in trouble about — what we have 
been doing to-day, and what we design to do to- 
morrow. Oh guard us from danger, prevent us 
from sin. Supply our reasonable wants, and keep 
our bodies and our souls in peace. Above all, in- 
crease to us the measure of thy grace, that we may 
grow in faith and holiness, and be brought every day 
into more near conformity with thy will, and closer 
communication with thyself, our only happiness, in 
this life and the life to come. Amen. 
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IV. 



O Holy Grod ! Thou seest our unwillingness to pray, 
and our unbelief in asking what thou hast freely pro- 
mised. Give us hearts, we beseech thee, more alive 
to thy goodness and truth, and more ready to commit 
ourselves, and all our wants to thee. O righteous 
Father, we want every thing — ^for we have nothing 
of our own. Above all, we need forgiveness for our 
sins, and grace to overcome them, and the righteous- 
ness of Christ to cover our shame before thee. Lord, 
thou seest that we are ashamed for all that we have 
done, and all that we have left undone, contrary to 
thy holy will. Re- assure us, we entreat thee, this 
night (morning) that we may lie down (go forth) in 
peace and hope, by the increase of thy grace, to serve 
thee better iij the time to come. Thou knowest what 
dangers overhang us, what circumstances try us, 
and what sins beset us. Oh, be in all, our helper 
and defender. Hear us, great God, for those about 
whom we are in any way anxious or concerned. If 
they are renewed, and bom again in Christ, we com- 
mit them to thy gracious care and keeping : if not, 
send, we implore thee, a messenger of mercy to touch 
their hearts, and turn them to thyself. Spare them, 
and us, till thou hast made us ready, and then rehim 
and take us to thyself, O blessed Jesus, true eternal 
God. Amen. 
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SUNDAY MORNING. 

Almighty Father ! ever bountiful and gracious God, 
we thy most unworthy servants, give thanks for the 
returning of the sabbath- day, the greatest of many 
blessings in thy law; and we would implore thy 
grace for the righteous using and enjoyment of it. 
Hear us, we beseech thee. 

With grief and shame we call to mind, our many 
profitless and wasted Sabbath days of guilty weari- 
ness, ungodly pleasure, or forbidden labour. Oh ! 
pity our sin, and have pity on our folly in throwing 
away so great a good. To thee. Almighty Father, it 
is our stedfast purpose to consecrate this day, and 
keep it holy by abstaining from all worldly inter- 
course and occupation. With thee, O Jesus, Son of 
God and man, we earnestly desire to pass it in close 
and sensible communion (to eat thy flesh, and drink 
thy blood) and feast our souls upon the provisions of 
thy house. On thee, O Spirit of the Father and the 
Son, we depend, for all that we either purpose or de- 
sire ; our minds are distracted and pre-occupied, our 
faith is weak and insufficient : we cannot rid ourselves 
of earthly thoughts and cares. Most blessed Trinity, 
One and only God, be with us and help us : that this 
be indeed a day of blessedness, worthy to be called 
by thy name. Feed with thy righteousness the 
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hungering soul, give heavenly riches to the poor in 
spirit : grant spiritual consolation to the afflicted and 
the troubled ; and of thy great mercy, this day give 
saving grace to the unbelieving and impenitent. 
Lord, thou knowest who are in our minds while we 
thus pray. Hear us more especially for those who 
are near and dear to us in this life. Thou hast pro- 
mised to be in the midst of them, that assemble in 
thy name. Oh g^ve us to perceive and realize thy 
presence ; be alone with each, while in the midst of 
all, that our several wants may be consciously sup- 
plied, and our particular desires sensibly satisfied, as 
known to thee alone. 

Speak to us in thy word, hear us in the prayers, 
and give us to hear only of Jesus and him crucified, 
while our services are accepted for his sake. 

We, on our part, do determine to know no other 
Name, and trust no other merits, and to clothe us 
with no other righteousness but His. If there should 
be in us any other mind, by the power of thy truth 
.put it instantly away from us, lest we should be sent 
from thy presence empty and ashamed, and ask and 
receive not, because we ask amiss. 

Unworthy of any thing, and wanting all things for 
ourselves, we nevertheless intreat thee, O God of 
heaven, for others, for our church and country ; for 
some who will not come, and will not pray j who will 
not hear, and will not speak, and do not love thy 
truth ;. thy power can reach even these. Oh ! save 



PRAYEES. 55 

them from their delusions, and save us from their 
influence, and make of us together a beUeving and 
obedient people. If there be any hindered by our 
fault, misled by our example, or disturbed in their 
day of rest on our account. Oh ! let it not be to their 
eternal injury. Gracious Father, nor to our own eter- 
nal condemnation, but make us presently sensible of 
our wrong doing. 

The time is short ; we know not how soon thou 
wilt take away our sabbaths, or take us away from 
them. Make this, as if it were to be our last ; that 
turning our backs on all that makes us sorrowful or 
afraid, we may only see before us the glory and feh- 
city of thy kingdom : prepared, O God of love, for 
them that love thee, through the eternal purpose 6f 
thy own love in Jesus Christ, to whom with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be the glory and the praise for 
ever. Amen. 



THE END. 
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